50 years and beyond, celebrating FAFICS@50
Looking back on the journey to FAFICS@50, I’m filled with a deep sense of gratitude, pride, and awe. When Jacques Daoust and I were asked to co-chair the commemorative event at the 54th FAFICS Council in Bangkok, we knew it would be a meaningful endeavor—but we didn’t quite anticipate the scale of collaboration, creativity, and commitment it would inspire across our Federation.
We began in September 2024, forming a diverse and passionate Committee of 17 members and 5 advisers, including former Presidents and senior officials. From the start, our work was a flurry of WhatsApp messages, emails, late-night calls, and monthly Bureau meetings. Jacques brought his design brilliance and calm steadiness, while I focused on coordination, outreach, and keeping the momentum alive. But if there was one person who anchored us with institutional memory and unwavering support, it was Delia Barcelona, our FAFICS Secretary. Her encyclopedic knowledge of FAFICS’ history, processes, and personalities was our compass. Delia was the quiet force behind the scenes—always ready with a document, a clarification, or a gentle nudge to keep us on track.
Together, we built something that truly honored our past and embraced our future. One of our proudest achievements was the 90-page ePublication—a vibrant tapestry of FAFICS’ history, voices, and milestones.  We owe a huge thanks to Ana Lúcia Guimarães, who joined our editorial team. It featured messages from UN leaders, stories from Member Associations, and tributes to our pioneers. Jacques led the design with flair, while Delia, Ana Lucia, and I formed the editorial backbone. Seeing it launched by President Jerry Barton at the Council Session was a moment I’ll never forget.
Equally moving was the 5-minute video we produced—thanks to Kaung Sint Tha’s generous support—which brought FAFICS’ global impact to life through images and heartfelt messages. The event also featured a deeply personal video message from former Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon, reminding us that retirement is not an end, but a new beginning.
The event on 18 July at the Vienna International Centre was the culmination of months of effort. Jacques opened with warmth and conviction, reminding us of our roots and the values that bind us. I was privileged to emcee the event.  We were honored by the presence of Ms. Chhaya Kapilashrami from UNOV/UNODC, whose remarks reaffirmed the indispensable role FAFICS plays in shaping best practices and supporting retirees across the UN system.
President Jerry Barton’s keynote was a stirring call to action—urging us to recommit to the ideals of international service and ensure FAFICS remains a beacon for future generations. The panel discussion that followed, moderated by Deborah Landey, and the Townhall moderated by Maria Machicado, was rich with insights. Rosemarie McClean from UNJSPF emphasized the importance of pension literacy and praised FAFICS’ partnership in reducing entitlement lapses. Pamela Agnone of UNFCU celebrated our enduring collaboration and shared impressive figures on member satisfaction and financial resilience. Ann Van Hulle offered a sobering but strategic view on health insurance sustainability, while Michael Atchia reminded us of the untapped expertise within our retiree community and the need to organize it for continued impact. Finally, Wadzanai Garwe, the President of FICSA, stressed the importance of connecting staff and retirees and we look forward to close collaboration with FICSA in this regard.
And behind the scenes, the ARICSA team in Vienna—Rosemarie, Monireh, Anneliese, Lili, Mary, and Rita—were our unsung heroes. Their volunteer spirit was nothing short of extraordinary. From logistics to hospitality, they poured heart and soul into both the commemorative event and the 55th Council. Their warmth, efficiency, and tireless dedication made everything run seamlessly.
We also distributed commemorative souvenirs—eco-bags, lacquer bookmarks, ball point pens,  passport holders—each wrapped with care and intention. It was a small gesture, but one that symbolized the thoughtfulness behind every aspect of the celebration.
Last, but not least, and a fitting end to the day’s celebrations, was a sumptuous dinner hosted by the City of Vienna, at the 10er Marie - a traditional Viennese “Heuriger” restaurant that has existed since 1740.  Thank you Vienna for your gracious hospitality in your beautiful city.
As I stood among colleagues, friends, and guests, I felt the spirit of FAFICS alive and thriving. This celebration wasn’t just about looking back—it was about carrying forward a legacy of service, solidarity, and purpose. And I’m honored to have played a part in it, alongside Jacques, Delia, the ARICSA team, and so many others who gave their time, heart, and wisdom to make FAFICS@50 a moment to remember.
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