Acceptance Speech
FAFICS Vice-President
Mr. President, Mr. Presiding Officer,  fellow Vice-Presidents, distinguished delegates and dear colleagues,
Thank you very much for the confidence you have placed in me.
I accept this responsibility with great humility, gratitude and a strong sense of duty.
I would like to congratulate our newly elected President, Darshak Shah, my fellow elected officers, and indeed all the candidates who offered themselves for service. Every one of us came forward because we care deeply about FAFICS and the people it represents.
I would also like to pay tribute to our outgoing President, Jerry Barton, and our outgoing Vice-Presidents for their dedicated leadership and service. I had the privilege of working closely with Jerry during the FAFICS@50 celebrations and saw first-hand his dedication, his steady leadership and his unwavering commitment to our Federation. On behalf of us all, thank you for your friendship, your guidance and your years of distinguished service. We also extend our sincere appreciation to our outgoing Vice-Presidents for their valuable contributions. You leave FAFICS stronger than you found it.
Throughout my career, and now in retirement, I have come to appreciate the importance of listening, building bridges and bringing people together. Those are the values I hope to bring to the Bureau as we work collectively for the benefit of all FAFICS members.
I also believe that our strength lies in our diversity. We come from different countries, cultures and professional backgrounds, yet we are united by a shared commitment to the ideals of the United Nations and to the well-being of retired colleagues throughout the world.
The work of FAFICS is, above all, a collective endeavour. Its success depends on teamwork, mutual respect and a shared commitment to those we serve. I look forward to working closely with President Shah, my fellow Bureau members, our Standing Committees and all our member associations as we continue to strengthen our Federation together.
Thank you once again for your confidence. I shall do my utmost to be worthy of the trust you have placed in me. I look forward to serving FAFICS and all our member associations in the years ahead.
Thank you.
